
The Barrier   |   Replacing Interstate 280 for a New Neighborhood 



Existing Condition  |  A Scar Dividing Neighborhoods 



The Highway Engineers’ Unrealized Dream   |   I-280 “The Southern Freeway” 



The Disconnected Reality  |   I-280 will never connect as planned  



I-280’s Role  |   NOT a truck route; A Recreational Alternative to US 101 



The Inconvenient Truth   |   I-280 exists today as a demand inducer 



Multimodal Alternatives   |   High-quality already, even better soon 



280 Traffic   |   Where will all that traffic go if you take it down? 



        280 Volumes   |   The dominant traffic artery in Potrero Hill/Dogpatch 



101 Comparison   |   More than 2x 280’s volumes, heavy peaks, no extra capacity 



Closer Look   |   Volume high south of 101 interchange, LOW northeast  



Octavia Boulevard Comparison  |  Gracefully handles 280’s traffic levels 



How does I-280 function now?  |   Freeway or Boulevard? 

   



I-280 FUTURE Traffic Volume   |   Marginal future demand expected 



Volume REDUCTION?   |   The 280 Corridor’s Bright Multimodal Future 



The Downside of I-280   |   A daily threat to residents 



The Big Barrier   |   A divider of neighborhoods, A barrier to the waterfront 



The I-280 Scar  |   Figure Ground, existing 



The I-280 Scar  |   Figure Ground, existing 



280 Noise Pollution 



280 Particle Emissions + Pollution 



280 Opportunities   |   A ripe time for change  



280 Opportunity   |   A New Boulevard north of 16th to make way for HSR 



Typical Right-of-Way = 300’ 

 

Number of Parcels Used = 65 

Total Land Used by Freeway = 

1,260,000 ft2 

Or  

29 Acres 

 

Total Estimated Land Value = 

$100,000,000 

 

280 Opportunities   |    Land Parcels 



I-280’s Views   |   $1,000,000  in any direction 



280’s Perch | The advantages of topography 



280’s Perch   |   The topography, again, no freeway 



The Solution   |   Phase it out, repurpose + sell the land, repair the fabric 



Phase I   |   Remove freeway north of Mariposa to make way for CA HSR 



Phase II   |   Replace freeway north of 25th St with new Potrero Boulevard 



Phase III  |   Replace freeway with boulevard north of Oakdale/101 interchange 



Next   |   Sell and Repurpose the Parcels 



Finally  |   Repair the fabric, start stitching then neighborhoods back together 



The Plan 



The Plan   |    Key Elements 

New gracious Potrero Boulevard replaces 

Interstate 280 

Dense housing on freeway platform and infilled 

throughout heart of neighborhood 

E-Embarcadero MUNI extended to 22nd St 

Caltrain station, via Pier 70 

New Station Square and Park on decked-over 

Caltrain tracks at 22nd & Potrero Blvd 

New high promenade and multiuse trail atop 

greened former 280 retaining wall 

Stormwater swale treats all wastewater and 

overflow combined flow from Indiana force main 

 

 



The Plan   |   The New Boulevard 



The Plan   |   The New Boulevard 



The Plan   |   E-Embarcadero extension + Potential (long-term) C-Circle line 



The Plan   |   E-Embarc extension + Potential (long-term) C-Circle line 



The Plan   |    Station Square decked over rails tracks 



The Plan   |    The Pathway Promenade 



The Plan   |    Green Infrastructure 



The Plan   |   The Stormwater Swale 



The Plan   |    3,500 Units of housing 



The END   |   Thank You 


